
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
333 Broadalbin Street SW, PO Box 490, Albany, Oregon 97321-0144 | BUILDING & PLANNING 541-917-7550

albanyoregon.gov/cd 

July 25, 2024 

Louis Waller 
720 4th Avenue SW 
Albany, OR 97321 

Dear Louis Waller: 

Re: City of Albany Historic Review Application (File No. HI-15-24) 
Property Address: 720 4th Avenue SW 
Linn County Assessor’s Map No. 11S-04W-12AA-03900 

The Community Development Director APPROVED the application for Historic Review of Exterior 
Alterations (HI-15-24) to replace the existing stucco/concrete band on the house (the siding for the daylight 
basement) with wood siding that matches the rest of the house. The City based its decision on the project’s 
conformance with the review criteria listed in the Albany Development Code (ADC). The following findings 
are in support of the decision to approve this application. For more information or questions, please contact 
Alyssa Schrems, project planner. 

REVIEW CRITERIA (ADC 7.120)
The Director will approve residential alteration requests if one of the following criteria is met: 

a. There is no change in historic character, appearance, or material composition from the existing 
structure. 

b. The proposed alteration materially duplicates the affected exterior building features as determined 
from an early photograph, original building plans, or other evidence of orig inal building features. 

c. The proposed alteration is not visible from the street. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
1. The structure located at 720 4th Avenue SW is identified as contributing within the Monteith National

Register Historic District. The subject property measures about 4,949 square feet and is on the south side
of 4th Avenue SW.  The property is zoned Hackleman Monteith (HM) (Attachment A). Per the Historic
Resource Survey, the structure is designed in the Queen Anne Style, with distinctive features including cut
shingles in gable ends, a two-story slanted bay, a round arch window on the east side in the 3rd story,
Tuscan columns, eave returns on the east and west, and pedimented gables over the porch and bay.

2. The applicant proposes to replace the existing stucco/concrete band on the house (the siding for the
daylight basement) with wood siding that matches the rest of the house.

3. Application materials include written findings. (Attachment B).
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CONCLUSION 
1. Only one of the review criteria in ADC 7.120(1) must be met for the proposed alterations to be approved.

2. The applicant states that the stucco/concrete siding has created dry rot that must be repaired for structural
stability.  The applicant states that evidence has been found that indicates that the concrete/stucco was not
original to the house as the application style was not typically used until approximately 1935-1955, and
there is evidence of the mixture dripping onto the exterior of the wood siding, gas pipes, and exterior wires.
Based on this information, the applicant proposes to replace the previous siding with wood siding that will
match the rest of the house.

3. This application satisfies the review criteria for a director-level decision based on compliance with
ADC 7.120(1) and is approved with the following conditions.

CONDITIONS 
Condition 1 The proposed work will not deviate from the approved plan. 

Condition 2 All work shall be completed in accordance with the applicable building code requirements. 
Building permits may be required, please reach out to Building Inspection at 541-917-7550 for 
further assistance. 

Condition 3 A final historic inspection is required to verify that the work has been done according to this 
application.  Please call the historic planner (541-791-0176) a day or two in advance to 
schedule. 

Sincerely, 

Alyssa Schrems, Planner II 
541-791-0176
alyssa.schrems@albanyoregon.gov

Attachments
A – Location Map 
B – Applicant Submittals 
C – Historic Inventory Survey 

c: Johnathan Balkema, Building Official Manager (via email) 
File: HI-15-24 

Signature on file
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Findings of Fact:
Criterion: The proposed repair will cause the home to not only be safer and structurally sound,
but also cause the home to more closely reflect the original historical character, appearance,
and material composition.

Facts: Dry rot and insect damage was found in the wood framing of the basement area of the
home. Due to the damage, structural members which were intended to be load bearing are no
longer structurally sound, posing a significant safety issue. This wood damage is also leading to
the sagging of the corners of the home, which if left unaddressed would lead to this home
reaching a state of disrepair too significant to restore to its original historic status.

The concrete/stucco located on the basement section of the exterior of the home was
evaluated by 3 separate contractors. They deemed the concrete/stucco to not have been
original to the home based on the following findings:

- The wood siding found on the home above the basement level is more typical of the era
and style of the home, and is found on several other homes within the Monteith District.

- The materials used to support the concrete/stucco (metal mesh and chicken wire), as
well as the application style of spreading over cedar lath was not commonly put into use
until approximately 1935-1955. This is well after the home was built.

- There is evidence of the concrete/stucco mixture dripped onto the exterior of the wood
siding and gas pipes and exterior wires. This is indicative that the exterior basement
siding was a later alteration.

This application proposes to repair the rotted wood and restore structural stability to the home. It
also proposes to side the exterior basement section of the home with solid wood siding,
matching the style and profile of the original wood siding already found on the upper portions of
the home.

Conclusion: Replacing the concrete/stucco siding with wood siding will cause the home to
more closely approximate its historic character and appearance.

Attachment B.6
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