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ALBANY REVITALIZATION AGENCY

AGENDA

Wednesday, January 13, 2021

Immediately following the City Council meeting

This meeting will be conducted virtually. Join the meeting at:
https://www.gotomeet.me/cityofalbany/ccm

Or call in (audio only): 1-646-749-3129  Access code: 491-970-829

1. CALL TO ORDER (Vice Chair Bessie Johnson)
2. ROLL CALL
3. SCHEDULED BUSINESS

a. Election of Chair.
Action:

b. Election of Vice Chair.
Action:

c. Appointments to the CARA Advisory Board. [Pages 2-6 2-8]
Action:

4. NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, January 20, 2021

5. ADJOURNMENT

Due to Governor Brown's Executive Orders limiting public gatherings during the COVID-19 pandemic,
this meeting is accessible to the public via phone and video connection.

cityofalbany.net


https://www.gotomeet.me/cityofalbany/ccm

MEMO Revised?

TO: Albany Revitalization Agency

VIA: Seth Sherty, Economic Development Manager

M-

FROM: Holly Roten, Central Administrative Officer/PIO 7
DATE: January 5, 2021, for the January 13, 2021, Albany Revitalization Agency Meeting

SUBJECT: Appointments to the Central Albany Revitalization Area (CARA) Advisory Board
Relates to Strategic Plan theme: An Effective Government

Action Requested:

Agency ratification, by motion, of the following appointment and reappointments to the CARA Advisory Board
(applications ate attached in the order listed):

A ¥a Aarily A ermy application rescinded
Cye Larson, Ward 2 (Councilor Marilyn Smith’s appointment to a new three-year term)

Mark Spence, Ward 1 (Mayor Alex Johnson II’s reappointment to a new three-year term)
Bill Ryals, Watrd 1 (Councilor Matilda Novak’s new appointment; term expites 12/31/22)

Discussion:

Appointments for any remaining vacancies on the CARA advisory board will be submitted for approval at
subsequent agency meetings.

Budget Impact:
None.

HR
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=4t Citizen Advisory Group Application

Central Albany Revitalization Area Advisory

November 30, 2020
Board 30,

Cye (Cye) Larson
Yes (Ward 2)

Yes (Department of human services)

Social services assistant

I've lived with my family in Albany for ten years. Our original plan was to relocate from Eugene
to Corvallis and we thought Albany would be our temporary home, but we love this town and
never plan to leave. I've watched the progress here and have long wanted to be a part of it. I
support local businesses and take my kids to the local parks and we enjoy the recreation here.
I've enjoyed the thought of participating in community projects, however often struggled with
work life balance. My priorities have shifted greatly during current events. Working for my
community and setting this example for my kids has become my top priority.

I spent a long period of time as a family support volunteer for our local Collaborative Problem
Solving parenting group and sat on the Local Care Coordination Committee for a wrap
committee with Linn County Mental Health.

None

My understanding is that council members present materials for the advisory board. Albany
residents elect council members and the advisory board provides advocacy and support. My
hope is that I can be a voice for Albany residents who want to preserve the heart of Albany while
also attending to issues affecting our town.



I grew up in Eugene and watched the downtown area there go through its ups and downs.
Priorities in Eugene shifted away from preservation and moved toward insulating opportunities
for outside investors rather than supporting local merchants. Downtown Albany has a strong
connection to community as well as a vibrant historical district; both of these are valuable to
residents as well as tourists. Albany has managed a delicate balance that raises the bar in
Oregon.

Residents are facing a housing shortage. Rental costs are going up, even amidst a pandemic. At
the same time, we are also facing an opportunity to thrive in our community by supporting our
local shops and restaurants. Businesses are pivoting and shifting to keep up and this community
is in full support. This needs to be fostered. Urban renewal is more than a good idea, it's a
necessity.

Improvements to the waterfront and opportunities to create affordable housing.

Yes

Yes

Albany Bridges email




I Citizen Advisory Group Application

Central Albany Revitalization Area Advisory

November 18, 2020
Board )

Mark Spence
Yes (Ward 1)

Self-employed

Historian. Consultant

I have been on the CARA Board for the past eight years or so, and have served as the Vice-Chair
for the past three years.

I have also served as a member of the Planning Commission from the late 2000s to the early
2010s.

I have served on the Albany Public Library Foundation Board for 13 years, and have held the
positions of Treasurer and President. I am currently serving as a member, but not an officer.

Between 2008 and 2012 I served on the Albany Public Safety Commission, and I have also
served on a few City task forces related to economic development within and beyond the City's
historic core.

7 Or more

In the next few years, the primary purpose of CARA will involve the winding down of the
program. I believe my institutional knowledge of CARA--along with that of other current Board
members--will help guide that process to an effective transition to a post-CARA Albany.



My work takes me to small cities like Albany in various parts of the country. The three qualities
that differentiate these cities generally stem from three factors: the condition of the historic
commercial and residential core, whether or not the city is a county seat, and the degree to which
the downtown is an attractor for residents and visitors. Albany scores well on all of these marks -
-and thus it thrives in ways that seem to buck the trends of most small cities. Without the three
virtues noted above, the City of Albany would not be an attractor to developers, new residents,
investors, nor would it's downtown area host vibrant civic institutions and events. In short, it
would be just like any of the dying little cities with struggling, tiny Chambers of Commerce.

At this point in CARA's history, the purpose of the Board is to wind down the system in a way
that best compliments other City concerns related to economic development, and ensures that
the historic core remains the part of Albany that belongs to all of its residents and continues to
bring in new people. To more directly address the prompt for this question, I'd simply say that
Urban Renewal is an investment (or even and act of Faith) --that is premised on a sense that
Albany's history, and its future, remain connected by the actions and aspirations of current
residents. CARA is essentially an effort in reshaping and remaking the familiar, to better prepare
the City to engage and withstand the problems and prospects of the next few decades.

At this point in CARA's history, no.

Yes

Yes

Notive from CARA staff




BOARD, COMMISSION, AND COMMITTEE
APPLICATION

(Please print legibly or type)

CITY HALL Board, Commission, and/or Committee Preference:
333 Broadalbin Street SW
P.O. Box 490 i . .
Albany, OR 97321-0144 Planning Commission / CARA Board

www.cityofalbany.net

(541) 917-7500

(list all for which you are applying)

Name: William Ryals Preferred First Name: Bill

Residential Information:

E-mail:

Home Adress: I phone: |
Albany, Oregon Cellular: |
e-mail: Fax: NA
(Optional)
Employment Information:
Employer’s Name: Self
Work Address: [ G Phone:

Albany, OR Cellular: |

Fax:

(Optional)

Please provide information as requested below to describe your qualifications to serve on this City of Albany Board,
Commission, or Committee. Feel free to provide additional information that you may wish to share with the City.

e List current or most recent occupation, business, trade, or profession:
| am a practicing Architect with 40 years of experience. | have always felt that it is important to

give back to the communlty that glves SO much for us. Also Cordellis ready to retire and asked

planning is undergomg many changes rlght now that WI|| effect us Iong into the future.

For City use only: Ward:@ Il 111 or Lives Outside City Limits (Circle One)
If lives outside city limits, does applicant meet special definition for the specific b/c/c for which applying?

Yes No Ifyes, how?




e List community/civic activities. Indicate activities in which you are or have been active:
Landmarks, Several Taskforce appointments, a construction project or two around

town.

¢ Indicate why you are interested in serving on this board, commission, or committee and what other qualifications
apply to this position.

| grew up here, my kids grew up here, | think this is the best place on earth and

would like to keep it that way.

e What contributions do you hope to make?
| hope to contribute a thoughtful voice, and will strive to find common ground in

difficult decisions that must be made.

Are you currently an employee or board member of a TLT recipient or TLT collector organization?
Yes No |[]

Please consult the Guide for Public Officials and the Guide for Public Officials 2015 Supplement that are
posted on the state of Oregon’s website at http://www.oregon.gov/ogec/Pages/index.aspx (see visual reference
below).

L
Guide for Public Officials

tool.

The guide has been revised to include informational links to statutes and rules to give you a more complete reference
m Click here to access the guide. Cli

r Public Officials 2015 Supplement.

12/4/2020 Modified 1/11/21 2

Signature of Applicant Date
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12/4/2020 Modified 1/11/21 2
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