
 

 
PARKS, RECREATION & TREE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

This meeting is accessible to the public via video connection. In-person attendance is available. For arrangements, please contact city staff at least 
48 hours in advance of the meeting at: Debbie.little@albanyoregon.gov or call 541-917-7778 If you have a disability that requires accommodation, 

please notify city staff at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. 
Testimony provided at the meeting is part of the public record. Meetings are recorded, capturing both in-person and virtual participation, and are 

posted on the City website.  
Albanyoregon.gov 

   

AGENDA  

Wednesday, August 6, 2025 
6:00 p.m. 

This meeting will be conducted virtually. At 6:00 p.m., Join the meeting here:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83068386417?pwd=clFnb3h3TWhIWlFjNHlWRTY0K3NhZz09 

Meeting ID: 830 6838 6417 Passcode: 763440  
 

Please help us get Albany’s work done.  
Be respectful and refer to the rules of conduct posted on the website 

1. CALL TO ORDER     
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
1 )  None 

Persons wanting to provide comments may: 
1- Email written comments to Debbie.little@albanyoregon.govt,  including your name, before noon on the day 

before the meeting.  
2- To comment virtually during the meeting, register by emailing Debbie.little@albanyoregon.gov before noon 

on the day before the meeting, with your name. The chair will call upon those who have registered to speak.  
3- Prearranged – appear in person at the meeting and register to speak. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

a. June 4, 2025 
 

5. SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

a. Discussion Items 
1 )  Albany Development Code Tree Protection regulations update discussion – Liz Olmstead, Jay Sharpe  

 
b. Action Items 

1 )  None  
 

c. Reports and Updates   
1 )  Capital Projects Update – Kim 
2 )  Program Updates – Staff  

 

6. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 
 

7. NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, October 1, 2025 - Virtual 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83068386417?pwd=clFnb3h3TWhIWlFjNHlWRTY0K3NhZz09
mailto:Debbie.little@albanyoregon.govt
mailto:Debbie.little@albanyoregon.gov


PARKS, RECREATION & TREE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, June 4, 2025 

6 p.m.  
REMOTE 

Approved: Draft 

CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Members present: Aaron Falotico, Sharon Konopa, Anna Roller, Joyce Thompson 

Graham, Nick Anderson, Jill Van Buren 
 
Members absent: Bill Stoneroad 
 
Staff present: Kim Lyddane, Director; Rick Barnett, Parks & Facilities Maintenance 

Manager; Debbie Little, Administrative Services Coordinator; Kris 
Schendel, Code Compliance Officer 

 
Guest present: Maya Perez, Boys and Girls Club of Albany 
 
Business from the Public           

1 )  None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES        6:03 p.m. 
March 5, 2025 
 
MOTION: Falotico moved to adopt the minutes. Van Buren seconded the motion, which passed 
6-0.  
       
DISCUSSION ITEMS         6:04 p.m. 

 

a. Possible vacation of path from Hill St. to Oak St. through Albany Boys & Girls Club  
Perez presented an overview of the issues the Boys and Girls Club is having that are directly 
related to the pathway in which a section runs through their property. Brief discussion followed   
 

MOTION: Falotico moved to recommend to the Planning Commission to vacate the path Hill St. 
to Oak St. Van Buren seconded the motion, which passed 5-1.  

 
ACTION ITEMS          
b. None         

  
REPORTS AND UPDATES        6:50 p.m.  

a. Capital Projects 

Lyddane reviewed the project report included in the agenda packet.  
• Deerfield Park renovation project has started with completion targeted for mid-October.  
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STAFF REPORTS         6:55 p.m.  

Barnett provided an update on Park Maintenance. 
• Lehigh Park is open, but a few fit and finish items still need to be completed. Dedication 

is scheduled for July 9, 2025. 
• Keeping seasonal staff continues to be difficult.  
• Hunter-Froemke is doing a great job at managing the Deerfield Park renovation project.  
• Flowers throughout the City are in. Waverly shrub bed has new irrigation, and new 

plants are in.  
Lyddane provided an update on recreation programs. 

• Splash pad is open. 
• COOL Pool will open on June 14 or 15 depending on staffing levels. 
• Summer staff for recreation activities start June 23.  
• The new Recreation Assistant starts June 16, which will replace the position Linda Booth 

is leaving for retirement. 
• Registration for summer programs opens May 23, 2025. 
• Brick work on Water Ave is taking place.  
• Fun in the Park starts July 9 at Lehigh Park. 
• The Recreation Manager position is on hold until fall.  
• BN 25-27 budget passed in Budget Committee and will go to Council June 11 with an 

increase in the city services fee to $14.82 
• Looking at public space use and how to manage with ongoing vandalism and increase 

transient population issues.   
• Reviewing possible locations for Locks of Love memorial structure and working with the 

Albany Parks & Recreation foundation for fundraising.  
 

BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION       6:45 p.m. 
Van Buren noted Adopt a Park is doing their annual Periwinkle Creek wade to clean up any 
shopping carts and debris in the creek. Schendel is working on a municipal code regarding 
shopping carts. Brief discussion followed.  

 
Commissioners are excited about the opening of Lehigh Park. 

 
NEXT MEETING DATE: Next meeting will be Wednesday, August 6, 2025. This meeting will be 
virtual.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 

     
      
Debbie Little     Kim Lyddane 
Administrative Services Coordinator  Parks & Recreation Director  



 

CITY OF ALBANY, OREGON  
albanyoregon.gov MEMO 

 
TO: Albany Parks, Recreation, and Tree Advisory Commission 
 
VIA: Kim Lyddane, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
FROM: Liz Olmstead, Planner II 
 
DATE: August 1, 2025, for the August 6th, Albany Parks, Recreation, and Tree Advisory 

Commission Meeting 

 

SUBJECT: Albany Development Code Tree Protection regulations update 

Purpose: 

The tree protection regulations in the Albany Development Code (ADC) have not been updated in 
some time. To protect and replace trees on private property using best management practices, 
staff is proposing and update to the Development Code. 

Background/Discussion: 
As the first step in the process to update the tree protection regulations, staff is seeking input from 
the Parks, Recreation, and Tree Advisory Commission regarding the current tree protection 
regulations, how those regulations are currently working, and ideas for updated or new regulations 
to protect trees on private property in Albany.   

Staff is seeking input on the following topics: 

• Overview of current tree protection requirements in the Albany Development Code 
• Connections between the Albany Municipal Code and Albany Development Code 
• Tree regulation and protection issues 
• Tree preservation and replacement considerations 
• Outreach suggestions 

Attachments: 

1. Albany Development Code Tree Protection regulations (ADC 9.202 – 9.206) 
2. Albany Municipal Code Tree Regulations (AMC 7.98) 



Albany Development Code, Article 9  9 - 1 May 23, 2025 

ARTICLE 9 

ON-SITE DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 

TREE PROTECTION 

9.202 Purpose. Trees of significant size represent a visual and aesthetic resource to the community. Trees provide 
benefits including shading, reduction in excess stormwater runoff, erosion control, and wildlife habitat. These 
standards are intended to balance the preservation of significant trees as a benefit to the community with the 
individual right to use and enjoy property.        

              [Ord. 5445, 4/12/00; Ord. 5764, 12/1/11, Ord. 5947, 1/1/21] 

9.203 Definitions. For the purposes of the following sections, these definitions apply: 

(1) Critical Root Zone: The area around a tree where roots are critical to a tree’s survival. For the purposes 
of this section, the critical root zone is estimated and expressed as a circle around the center of a tree’s 
trunk, where the radius is calculated by adding one foot for every one inch of trunk diameter plus the 
tree trunk’s radius, and where all tree measurements are consistent with those for establishing Tree 
Circumference. For example, a tree with a Tree Circumference of 6.5 feet would have a trunk radius 
of 1.0 feet and diameter of 25 inches. The critical root zone would be a circle with a radius of 26 feet 
(1ft + (25 in * 1ft/in)) from the center of the tree’s trunk and have a total diameter of 52 feet. 

(2) Fell: To cut down a tree or remove 40 percent or more of the crown, trunk, or root system of a tree; 
or to damage a tree so as to cause the tree to decline or die. The term "removal" includes, but is not 
limited to, topping, damage inflicted upon a root system by application of toxic substances, operation 
of equipment and vehicles, storage of materials, change of natural grade due to unapproved excavation 
or filling, or unapproved alteration of natural physical conditions. Fell does not in any context include 
normal trimming or pruning of trees.  

(3) Tree: A living, standing, woody plant.  

(4) Tree Circumference: The circumference of a tree is measured at 4-1/2 feet above mean ground level 
from the base of the trunk. To obtain the circumference of a tree with multiple trunks, add the 
individual trunk circumferences, which are greater than 6 inches in circumference.  

[Ord. 5445, 4/12/00; Ord. 5764, 12/1/11; Ord. 5947, 1/1/21; Ord. 6042, 7/12/24] 

9.204 Applicability. Except as provided below, Site Plan Review approval is required for the felling of 5 or more 
trees larger than 25 inches in circumference (approximately 8 inches in diameter) on a lot or property in 
contiguous single ownership in excess of 20,000 square feet in any zone.   

The following activities are exempt from Site Plan Review under this section. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
all tree felling activities located within Significant Natural Resource Overlay districts must meet the applicable 
requirements of Article 6:   

(1) The action of any City official or of any public utility necessary to remove or alleviate an immediate 
danger to life or property; to restore utility service or to reopen a public street to traffic. 

(2) Felling of any tree that is defined as a nuisance under the Albany Municipal Code. 

(3) Any felling necessary to maintain streets or public or private utilities within a public right-of-way or 
utility easement provided the Tree Commission or City Forester approved the proposed tree felling.  

(4) Felling of trees planted as Christmas trees.  

(5) Felling of trees on property under a Forest Stewardship Plan approved by the Oregon Department 
of Forestry.  

[Ord. 5445, 4/12/00; Ord. 5635, 1/11/06; Ord. 5764, 12/1/11; Ord. 5947, 1/1/21] 

9.205 Tree Felling Criteria. Except as provided for in Section 9.206, the following review criteria replace the Site 
Plan Review criteria found elsewhere in this Code for the purpose of reviewing tree felling.  A Site Plan 
Review for tree felling subject to these criteria will be processed as a Type I-L land use decision. 

(1) The Community Development Director or his/her designee shall approve a Site Plan Review for tree 
felling when the applicant demonstrates that the felling of the tree(s) is warranted because of the 
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condition of the tree(s) with respect to disease, hazardous or unsafe conditions, danger of falling, 
proximity to existing structures or proposed construction, or interference with utility services or 
pedestrian or vehicular safety. The Director, in consultation with the City Arborist, may also grant an 
exception to any of the tree cutting standards for industrial development on industrially zoned land. 
The Director may require the applicant to provide a Certified Arborist’s report. 

(2) For property where a Site Plan Review, Conditional Use, or land division application has been 
approved or is currently under review for development of the property, the Community Development 
Director or his/her designee shall approve Site Plan Review for tree felling when the applicant 
demonstrates that all of the following review criteria are met: 

(a) It is necessary to fell tree(s) in order to construct proposed improvements in accordance with an 
approved Site Plan Review or Conditional Use review, or to otherwise utilize the applicant’s 
property in a manner consistent with its zoning, this Code, applicable plans adopted by the City 
Council, or a logging permit issued by the Oregon Department of Forestry. 

(b) The proposed felling is consistent with City ordinances including tree regulations in the Albany 
Municipal Code, and the proposed felling does not negatively impact the environmental quality of 
the area, including but not limited to: the protection of nearby trees and windbreaks; wildlife; 
erosion; soil retention and stability; volume of surface runoff and water quality of streams; scenic 
quality; and geological sites. 

(c) The uniqueness, size, maturity, structure, and historic value of the trees have been considered and 
all other options for tree preservation have been exhausted. The Director may require that trees 
determined to be unique in species, size, maturity, structure, or historic values are preserved. 

(d) Tree felling in Significant Natural Resource Overlay Districts meets the applicable requirements in 
Article 6.   

(3) For property where tree felling is proposed and there is no approved or concurrent Site Plan Review, 
Conditional Use, or land division application for development of the property, the Community 
Development Director or his/her designee shall approve a Site Plan Review application for tree felling 
when the applicant demonstrates that all the review criteria in subsection (2) above are met, and the 
following additional criteria are met:  

(a) Trees shall be retained in significantly large areas and dense stands to ensure against wind throw. 

(b) Wooded areas that will likely provide an attractive on-site amenity to occupants of future 
developments shall be retained. 

(c) Wooded areas associated with natural drainage ways and water areas will be maintained to preserve 
riparian habitat and minimize erosion. The wooded area to be retained shall be at least 10 feet in 
width or as required elsewhere in this Code. 

(d) Wooded areas along ridges and hilltops will be retained for their scenic and wildlife value. 

(e) Tree felling on developable areas will be avoided to retain the wooded character of future building 
sites and so preserve housing and design options for future City residents. 

(f) Wooded areas along property lines shall be retained at a minimum width of 10 feet to provide 
buffers from adjacent properties. 

(g) The plan for tree felling shall be consistent with the preservation of the site’s future development 
potential and zoning.   

(4) The Director may attach conditions of approval to the tree felling review to ensure the replacement of 
trees and landscape or otherwise reduce the effects of the felling and may require an improvement 
assurance to ensure all conditions are met.  

 [Ord. 5764, 12/1/11; Ord. 5767, 12/7/11; Ord. 5832, 4/9/14; Ord. 5947, 1/1/21; Ord. 6018, 6/30/23] 

9.206 Clear and Objective Criteria for Tree Felling associated with the Development of Housing.  For property 
where a building permit, Site Plan Review, subdivision, or partition application has been approved or is 
currently under review for the development of housing on a property, the applicant proposing the felling of 
trees may choose to meet the criteria in Section 9.206 rather than the criteria in Section 9.205. A Site Plan 
Review application for tree felling subject to the criteria in Section 9.206 will be processed as a Type I 
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decision. The Community Development Director, City Forester, or his/her designee shall approve the Site 
Plan Review application when the applicant demonstrates that all of the following review criteria are met:  

(1) The critical root zone of each tree to be felled is no more than five feet from proposed roads, 
driveways, utilities, and required site improvements, or 10 feet from proposed residential building pads. 

(2) The proposed felling is consistent with other applicable sections of the Development Code (such as 
Article 6, Significant Natural Resource Overlay Districts) and City ordinances, including tree 
regulations in the Albany Municipal Code. 

Trees that do not meet criterion (1) shall be preserved (see AMC 7.98.215 for recommended methods for 
protecting residual trees).  

[Ord. 5947, 1/1/21] 
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Capital Projects Report

PROJECT STATUS

PROJECTED 
COMPLETION 

DATE NOTES
Timber Linn Park soccer field 
improvements 

Phase II complete.   Phase III bids came in 2-4X 
budgeted amount. Project paused. 

TBD Partnership with AYSO

East Thornton Lake Natural 
Area development Ph 1

Design pending. Cost for a 10 car parking lot on the 
west side of the property estimated at $400,000. 

Development 
indefinitely 
delayed, pending 
O&M funding plan

SDCs,  donations, State 
grant

Henderson Park Playground 
Replacement

Completed

Deerfield Park Playground 
Replacement

Construction has started, with targeted completion mid-
October. 

10/15/2025

8/1/2025 1


	AGENDA
	https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83068386417?pwd=clFnb3h3TWhIWlFjNHlWRTY0K3NhZz09
	Meeting ID: 830 6838 6417 Passcode: 763440
	PRTC Min 6-4-25.pdf
	MINUTES Wednesday, June 4, 2025 6 p.m.
	a. Possible vacation of path from Hill St. to Oak St. through Albany Boys & Girls Club
	Perez presented an overview of the issues the Boys and Girls Club is having that are directly related to the pathway in which a section runs through their property. Brief discussion followed
	Lyddane reviewed the project report included in the agenda packet.
	 Deerfield Park renovation project has started with completion targeted for mid-October.
	STAFF REPORTS         6:55 p.m.
	Barnett provided an update on Park Maintenance.
	 Lehigh Park is open, but a few fit and finish items still need to be completed. Dedication is scheduled for July 9, 2025.
	 Keeping seasonal staff continues to be difficult.
	 Hunter-Froemke is doing a great job at managing the Deerfield Park renovation project.
	 Flowers throughout the City are in. Waverly shrub bed has new irrigation, and new plants are in.
	Lyddane provided an update on recreation programs.
	The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
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