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Santiam Room, City Hall/VIRTUAL 

Approved:  October 15, 2026 

Call to Order 
Chair Mel Huffman called the meeting to order at 3:28 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Members present: Chair Mel Huffman (remote), Chuck Kratch, Matthew Arck, Rodney 

Moore, and Ralph Menweg 
  
 
Members absent: Debbie Origer (excused) 
 
Staff present: Transportation Manager Robb Romeo, Engineering Administrative 

Assistant Anita Dodd 
 
Others present: Tony Hann, Richard Bobbitt, and Daniel Miltenberger 
 
Approval of August 20, 2026, Minutes 3:30 p.m. 
Matthew Arck moved to approve the August 20, 2026, minutes as presented, Ralph Menweg 
seconded the motion, and the motion passed 5-0. 
 
Staff Updates 3:30 p.m. 
Transportation Manager Robb Romeo reported that the runway seal and striping project is 
complete, and the airport is approved for its upcoming flight check, likely in mid-October. The fuel 
station was red-tagged after failing a tolerance test, and Mascot will recalibrate it tomorrow. Final 
mowing is done, and overall conditions look good.  
 
FBO Updates 3:33 p.m. 
Tony Hann reported that additional cameras will be installed on the south side of the building after 
reviewing electrical access points. The Young Eagles event during the Northwest Art & Air Festival 
included five pilots and provided flights for 29 kids; the group hopes to make it an annual event. The 
flight school continues to grow and recently received CVIS (Citizen Validation Information System) 
approval to accept foreign students, with an anticipated program start early next year and an 
expected 20–25 students. This may require expanding aircraft and instructor capacity. Hann also 
noted potential economic benefits for Albany from incoming students and plans to refine those 
estimates for future use. No major security changes are expected, as existing TSA (Transportation 
Security Administration) processes will continue. 
 
Business from the Commission 3:45 p.m. 
Menweg reported progress on outlining the steps needed for the commission’s proposal involving 
the 1929 Hangar, noting that City Council support is the first requirement to help streamline 
permits and reduce delays. He shared detailed guidance on approaching production companies, 
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including HGTV and RTR Media, and emphasized that the City’s commitment is needed before 
moving forward. The commission agreed to wait for Public Works Director Paul Trombino III’s input. 
 
Matthew Arck reported limited progress due to illness but noted that the tenant of the former café 
building on the south taxiway is closing, making the space available. He will also explore Lane 
County’s A&P (Airframe and Powerplant) program as a backup partnership option. 
 
Rodney Moore praised Menweg’s proposal and encouraged further review. 
 
Chair Mel Huffman reminded members about the upcoming Citizen Advisory Group Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner, noting he may need Debbie Origer to present on his behalf. He encouraged 
commissioners to sit with members of other commissions to promote the airport’s work. 
 
Public Comment 3:57 p.m. 
None 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is on October 15, 2026. 
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Mel Huffman adjourned the meeting at 3:59 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file      Signature on file 
 
Anita Dodd       Robb Romeo 
Clerk III       Transportation Manager 
 
 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The 
documents are available by emailing cityrecorder@albanyoregon.gov. 
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